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Math Minds 
We’ve been working 
on strategies for 
subtraction, and we 
spent some time last 
week stretching our 
thinking and learning 
about really BIG 
numbers. Reading Millions, Billions, and Trillions by 
David A. Adler our math minds were stretched to the 
max trying to imagine a million grains of sand, ice 
cream sprinkles, and hairs on a head. That’s hard 
enough to comprehend. But billions? Trillions? Whew!

On the flip-flip-side, we also reviewed basic concepts 
we’ve learned this fall; making 10 (4+6), doubles (6+6), 
doubles plus one (6+7), adding two digit decade 
numbers (40+40), knowing that subtraction is the 
opposite of addition (6+4=10, 10-6=4), and more. All of 
this should be ‘under our belts’ by now, but some of our 
learners need more fluency practice. Over winter break, 
take 5 minutes here or there, and ask your child these 
“math fluency” questions to help them work on mental 
math and automaticity. (See attached handout for a 
more complete list.) 
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Dates At-a-Glance 

12/19 Hero Project due in 
the morning (photos need 
to be emailed to me by 
today, Monday 12/17).  

12/21 Awards Assembly 
Pajama+Stuffed Animal Day 

12/21 Winter Performance 
1:30pm in the Auditorium 
Class Party to follow Rm 12 

12/24-1/4 Winter Break 

Homeplay 

Math Book: Week 14 

Math Game: review (play 
any math game 
previously sent home) 

Spelling Words: Week 14 

Inspirations 

“We can never obtain 
peace in the outer 
world until we make 
peace with ourselves."   
~ Dalai Lama 

WEEKLY NEWS 
Create | Learn | Explore
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What Does 
Peace Feel Like? 
Last week we created a 
sweet and serene snowy 
neighborhood scene, partly 
inspired by a poem we 
studied called Winter Dark 
by Lilian Moore. The class 
is very proud to have this 
project on display for the 
class party along with their 
beautiful writing about what peace feels, tastes, sounds, 
and smells like to them. Come take a peek!

Winter Performance 
Hope you’re able to join us for our sweet little winter 
performance on Friday, December 21st in the 
auditorium. Please know that grandparents are invited. 
We’ll start promptly at 1:30pm, so you may want to get 
to school a bit earlier to find parking, etc. The 
performance will only be about 10-15 minutes, and we’ll 
head to the classroom right after for a classroom no-
food-party. It’ll be a chance for parents to gather and 
enjoy the art/writing in the classroom—and each 
other’s company—while the kids have the opportunity 
to do a fun craft and a game organized by Keri King 
(Willow’s mom) and Jess Poirier (Izzy’s mom). Thanks 
so much, ladies, for taking the reins on this! (And 
parents, no pressure to join if you have other things).

Thank you SO MUCH for my special birthday treats, 
adorable cards, and all the love & joy you shared! I felt 
very celebrated and special. Much love ~ Ms. Boyesen
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Books We Read Last 
Week: 

Ask what surprised or 
inspired your child in 
reading these books: 

• Stella, Queen of Snow by 
Marie Louise Gay 

• What Does Peace Feel 
Like? by V. Radunsky and 
children around the world 

• Snow by Cynthia Rylant 

• The Story of Snow: The 
Science of Winter’s 
Wonder by Mark Cassino 

Upcoming Birthdays 

• Copeland 12/23 (we’ll 
celebrate 12/21) 

• Tristin 12/31(we’ll 
celebrate 1/7) 

Holiday Magic 

Step 3 of our holiday gift 
this week: seeing the magic 
of the glazed clay; it truly is 
like a magic trick to put clay 
with muted colors into the 
kiln and have bright, vibrant 
pieces come out :-) Also, 
wrapping and card-making. 
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